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Apply for a Sarasota Bay Partners Grant: DeadlineApply for a Sarasota Bay Partners Grant: Deadline
March 1March 1

https://sarasotabay.org/get-involved/apply-for-a-grant/
https://youtu.be/d9G4zT_VfRA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kvht0DNbTek


Community partners are crucial to our mission of restoring Sarasota Bay. That's why we provide
technical and financial assistance for community environmental projects through the Sarasota
Bay Partners Grants Program.

This year, groups may apply for up to $10,000 for projects that focus on Habitat Restoration
and Water Quality and Bay-Related Environmental Education and Community
Stewardship. Applicants must use the application form provided on the SBEP website. SBEP
staff will provide technical assistance with projects and applications upon request.

Most organizations with projects located in the greater Sarasota Bay watershed (click for a
map) are eligible to receive funding.

Watch the grants webinarWatch the grants webinar

SBEP staff hosted a webinar to review

grant basics and answer questions

from potential applicants. We recorded

the webinar and posted it on our

website for later viewing.

Missed the webinar, but want to ask a

few questions? Contact Darcy Young at

darcy@sarasotabay.org.

2022 Priority Issue: Green Infrastructure2022 Priority Issue: Green Infrastructure

Green Infrastructure techniques use natural systems to
filter pollutants from stormwater before it reaches
Sarasota Bay. Projects that address this priority will be
awarded additional points. Examples of green
infrastructure projects include:

rain gardens and bioswales
planting trees in urban areas
diverting gutter downspouts from paved areas to
garden beds or rainwater harvesting systems
enhancing shorelines with native plants
replacing paved areas with pervious pavement

Projects that address the priority issue will receive

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/edit?mid=1yd97QWtpilq01kgPgjHwcadvSPn7ur0x&usp=sharing


preference during the scoring process.

Learn more about Green Infrastructure (EPA)

Click here for more information and grant application
materials

Register for the Sarasota Bay Educators' WorkshopRegister for the Sarasota Bay Educators' Workshop

Help us expand opportunities for K-12 educators to incorporate Sarasota Bay into their
classrooms! The free Sarasota Bay K-12 Educators’ Workshop will be held on Monday, March
21, 2022 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquarium. The workshop will
gather formal and informal educators and organizations that serve them to discuss how to make
Bay-related education more effective, accessible, and equitable. We welcome all participants
who care about and wish to enhance local bay-related educational opportunities for K-12
students.

Learn more and register for the
workshop

Sarasota County to Receive $105 Million WIFIA Loan toSarasota County to Receive $105 Million WIFIA Loan to
Improve Water InfrastructureImprove Water Infrastructure

https://www.epa.gov/green-infrastructure/what-green-infrastructure
https://sarasotabay.org/get-involved/apply-for-a-grant/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=bkev5wdbb&oeidk=a07eiw2f3vpa647af5b


Bee Ridge Water Reclamation Facility, Credit: Sarasota County

Last month, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced that Sarasota County
Government will receive a $105 million Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA)
loan to help offset the cost of upgrades at the Bee Ridge Water Reclamation Facility. The loan,
which will cover about half the upgrade costs and save taxpayers about $22 million, will help the
county increase the facility’s treatment capacity from 12 million to 18 million gallons per day and
upgrade the plant to advanced wastewater treatment (AWT). 

According to SBEP Executive Director Dr. Dave Tomasko, “Upgrades to this facility will be one
of the most important steps involved in reducing nutrient loads to the bay, as it will lessen the
impacts of any future overflows, and it will lessen the impacts of over-application of high nutrient
non-AWT effluent used for residential irrigation. Great news – and much kudos to the staff of
Sarasota County utilities and Sarasota County Commissioners to get this grant application
submitted and then seen all the way through.” Upgrades are expected to be completed by 2025. 

Click here to read more about the WIFIA
loan

Video How-To: Adopt a VerticalVideo How-To: Adopt a Vertical
Oyster GardenOyster Garden

SBEP teamed up with the Tampa Bay Estuary

Program and Manatee County Parks and Natural

Resources to create an "Adopt-a-VOG" station at

the Robinson Preserve Expansion. What the heck

is a VOG, and why would you want one? Check

out the TBEP-produced video for the scoop.

How (and why!) to Adopt-a-VOG

Piney Point Update from SBEPPiney Point Update from SBEP

"In sum, the processes being applied to the stack appear to be working to reduce, by about 90%,

the concentration of nitrogen in the remaining water. The bad news is that there are likely dozens

of additional patches to the liner of the pond that could leak in the future [...] The entire facility

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-105-million-wifia-loan-improve-water-infrastructure-sarasota-county
https://sarasotabay.org/get-involved/vertical-oyster-gardens/


needs to be shut down, all the ponds drained and then capped so that we don’t keep repeating

this same event over the next 20 years that we’ve dealt with three times over this past 20 or so

years."

Read more on our website

Water Quality Framework for Tidal Creeks Goes toWater Quality Framework for Tidal Creeks Goes to
Press; Receives National HighlightPress; Receives National Highlight

A collaborative study of Southwest Florida

tidal creeks was recently published in the

journal Estuaries and Coasts and featured

by the Coastal & Estuarine Research

Federation (CERF) due to its “strong

implications for management of coastal

areas”.

The study filled a gap in understanding of

local tidal creek conditions by creating a

regional framework for assessing health and

management needs. Over the course of the

study, the team compiled existing data on

water quality and creek characteristics from a

range of sources and models in addition to

collecting additional data from 16 different

creeks in the watershed boundaries of the

three Florida Gulf Coast National Estuary

Programs. All of this information was then

used to create a color-coded report card for

each creek that indicates recommended

management actions such as: “No Data,

Monitor, Caution, Investigate, or Prioritize”.

Tidal creeks dashboard

The framework is a living tool that will continue to be updated and remain fully accessible through
an online open science dashboard.

Click here to explore your tidal creeks on the
dashboard

Bay Partners Grant Project Highlight:Bay Partners Grant Project Highlight:
Suncoast Reef Rovers Dive CleanupsSuncoast Reef Rovers Dive Cleanups

https://sarasotabay.org/sarasota-bay-health-updates/
https://sarasotabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-Developing-a-Water-Quality-Assessment-Framework-for-Southwest-Florida-Tidal-Creeks.pdf
https://sarasotabay.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-Developing-a-Water-Quality-Assessment-Framework-for-Southwest-Florida-Tidal-Creeks.pdf
https://cerf.memberclicks.net/cesn-october-2021#Article4
https://shiny.tbep.org/tidalcreek-dash/


We want to congratulate 2020 Bay Partners Grant recipient Suncoast Reef Rovers. Over the
past year, the club, along with FWC, Sarasota Bay Watch, Sarasota County, Sea Tow, Suncoast
Aqua Ventures, Venice Fire Department, Venice Police Department, and many volunteers,
conducted 13 underwater cleanups removing over 6,000 pounds of marine debris and
derelict fishing gear, including 58 crab traps. The club used their grant funds to purchase
equipment needed for new cleanup locations at several artificial reefs, including one of SBEP’s
monitored reefs, Walker Reef. In addition, the group also held cleanups at local piers, marinas,
and jetties. Their impressive efforts highlight the impact that can be made by concerned citizens
and volunteers, but they also serve as a reminder of how important it is to continue to focus on
removing marine debris.

Be Part of the Conversation: Join the Citizens AdvisoryBe Part of the Conversation: Join the Citizens Advisory
CommitteeCommittee

SBEP seeks interested Sarasota-Manatee community members to join the Citizens Advisory
Committee! If you or someone you know would like to become more engaged with what’s going
on in and around Sarasota Bay, please consider submitting an application to become a member.

The Citizens Advisory Committee provides community input to SBEP and assists the Program in
sharing information with the public. It also develops action plans to support SBEP programs and
projects in an effort to influence public policies that impact the Bay and its resources. Members
meet every other month on the first Monday from 4:30-6:30 to discuss the latest issues and
updates and offer feedback. No prior board experience necessary.  

Click here to learn more & apply for the Citizens Advisory
Committee

https://sarasotabay.org/about-sbep/management-conference/citizens/


Volunteers Needed to Help Design & Construct MapVolunteers Needed to Help Design & Construct Map
Holders for Seagrass OutreachHolders for Seagrass Outreach

Are you handy with tools? SBEP seeks volunteers to

construct durable, outdoor brochure/map holders to

accompany Seagrass Safe Boating signs located throughout

Sarasota and Manatee counties. If you enjoy building and

designing, we would love to connect with you! All supplies will

be covered. We are looking to construct 8-10 holders and we

are open to testing different materials.

​Contact christine@sarasotabay.org if you are

interested.  

Jobs and Funding OpportunitiesJobs and Funding Opportunities

National Park Service Scientists in Parks Fellows Program – closes 1/23
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission - OPS BIO SCI I  - closes 1/24
Tampa Bay Estuary Program - Project Implementation Specialist - closes 1/28
CITGO Caring for Our Coasts Gulf Region Grants Program  – closes 1/28
Southwest Florida Water Management District - Water Resources Engineer  - closes
2/1
Gulf Research Program’s Early-Career Research Fellowship – closes 3/2
Tampa Bay Environmental Restoration Fund - closes 3/11
Sarasota County UF/IFAS Extension and Sustainability Department

Community Outreach Specialist I - Florida-Friendly Landscaping
Environmental Education and Outreach Intern (Summer)
Commercial Conservation Intern (Summer)
Water Quality Intern (Summer)  

Sarasota County Parks, Recreation & Natural Resources
Environmental Specialist I - Land Management Support
Environmental Specialist Intern - Beach & Water Access Division

Sunshine Community Compost - Outreach and Education Coordinator (part-time,
short-term)
Suncoast Waterkeeper - Executive Director
Transition Sarasota – Volunteer with Web Design Skills  

“We are currently looking for a volunteer website designer to help us with some
changes and updates, as well as do a little training for staff. You should have a
proven understanding of graphic design fundamentals and a strong command of
image composition, digital photo editing, and how to maintain consistent branding.
You should be able to produce cohesive designs for marketing and social media
use. We currently use Squarespace for our website, so we would be doing some
light redesign, updating some data on the website, and adding some pages using
that platform. The time commitment would be six to eight hours a month, on
average, depending upon when updates were being made. Email your resume to
exec@transitionsrq.org, along with a few sentences letting us know a little about
you.” 

Surfrider Foundation
Florida Policy Manager
Technology Enablement Coordinator - remote

Upcycled Food Association – multiple remote positions available

Events & Volunteer OpportunitiesEvents & Volunteer Opportunities

https://www.esa.org/scientists-in-parks/?utm_source=Informz&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=ESA&_zs=LSIml&_zl=xe252
https://jobs.myflorida.com/job/SAINT-PETERSBURG-OPS-Bio-Sci-I-77907648-FL-33701/833713600/#content
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1v5oZLx_mrxstDyyUKcxpZ7Lhu0Inyk5X/view
https://estuaries.org/get-involved/grants/#:~:text=CITGO Caring for Our Coasts Gulf Region Grants Program&text=These grants are intended to,than %2417%2C000 to eight organizations.
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/SOU1043SWF/JobBoard/cd4cc6be-5e48-4f5e-b258-70fc16d0d484/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=46c0eb58-873e-4a01-990d-78c81d25737d&fbclid=IwAR34N_7lLnWQsZMe39xRRHBUNdjsuV1Zq4IhLhz5XK2xYhuFbxzBfmyMQAQ
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/early-career-research-fellowship/for-applicants
https://tbep.org/tberf-2022/
https://scgov.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SCGOV/job/Twin-Lakes-Park/Community-Outreach-Specialist-I---Florida-Friendly-Landscaping_R13994
https://scgov.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SCGOV/job/Twin-Lakes-Park/Environmental-Education-and-Outreach-Intern---UF-IFAS-Extension-and-Sustainability_R13921
https://scgov.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SCGOV/job/Twin-Lakes-Park/Commercial-Conservation-Intern---UF-IFAS-Extension-and-Sustainability_R13919
https://scgov.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SCGOV/job/Twin-Lakes-Park/Water-Quality-Intern---UF-IFAS-Extension-and-Sustainability_R13920
https://scgov.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SCGOV/job/Central-County-Landfill/Land-Management-Support---Environmental-Specialist-I_R14015
https://scgov.wd5.myworkdayjobs.com/en-US/SCGOV/job/Nokomis-Beach/Environmental-Specialist-Intern---Beach---Water-Access-Division_R14002
https://www.sunshinecommunitycompost.org/job-openings
https://www.suncoastwaterkeeper.org/we_re_hiring_executive_director
https://www.surfrider.org/careers/florida-policy-manager
https://sevenseasmedia.org/job/technology-enablement-coordinator/
https://jobs.foodtechconnect.com/companies/upcycled-food-association/


TreeQuest
Manatee County Parks & Natural Resources
January 21st - January 31st

Fire Fest
Sarasota County
January 29th from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Families Flock Together: Saltwater Fishing Clinic
Manatee County Parks & Natural Resources
January 29th from 2:00PM - 5:00 PM

Sarasota-Manatee EcoFlora Project: EcoQuest
Challenge
Marie Selby Botanical Gardens
January and February

Palm Ball
Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast
February 5th at 6:30 PM

Scallopalooza
Sarasota Bay Watch
February 12th at 6:00 PM

Understanding Your Utility Bill and Florida’s Energy
Landscape
Southface Sarasota
February 17th at 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM

Sarasota Bay Guardians Workday at South Brohard
Park
South Brohard Park, Venice
Saturday, February 26 from 8:00 AM - noon

https://www.mymanatee.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=7588390&pageId=12430355#!
https://www.scgov.net/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/16351/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/families-flock-together-family-fishing-clinic-registration-228893104437
https://selby.org/dsc/youth-family-programs/sarasota-manatee-ecoflora-project/
https://www.conservationfoundation.com/events/detail/2022/02/05/the-palm-ball-2022/?bbeml=tp-e5KNqKMYvkmbFXSRvHWx3w.j4rAlUSwzdECxxkuBWysMVg.rfBBgoVqTZ0ag7c6wUBVhGQ.lxh-sA3FeQUKBYmxZXcedJw
https://sarasotabaywatch.org/scallopalooza2022/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/understanding-your-utility-bill-and-floridas-energy-landscape-tickets-225513335457
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=bkev5wdbb&oeidk=a07ej0ji0i2a175f0ae


Celebrating Florida's Wild Wonders Conference
Ringling College of Art + Design
March 11th from 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

The Road to Resurgence — Return of the Electric
Vehicle
Southface Sarasota
March 11th from 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM

Wild About Nature Festival 
Conservation Foundation of the Gulf Coast
April 2nd from 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Reccurring EventsReccurring Events

Weekly
Saturday Mornings at the Nest – Manatee County Parks & Natural Resources
Walking in Wonder - Around the Bend Nature Tours & the Bay Sarasota
Guided Bird Walks & Climate Walks - Sarasota Audubon Society 
Ranger's Choice Guided Hikes and Eagle Viewing - Oscar Scherer State Park

Monthly
Volunteer Workdays - Sunshine Community Compost 
Master Gardener Tours (Perico Preserve) - Manatee County Parks & Natural Resources
EcoWalk: Mindful Movement in the Mangroves - UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County
& the Bay Sarasota 
HOA Tours - Southface Sarasota
Audubon Adventures - Around the Bend Nature and Discovery Tours
Nature Photography Walk - The Bay Sarasota

Ongoing
Climate Leader Training Series - Climate Interactive
Survey: Rapid Deployment Inventory of Personal Networks for Disaster Resilience -
iCAR (Initiative on Coastal Adaptation and Resilience) We want to know what types of
social and personal network you rely on when you prepare for a disaster.
Survey: Do You Use a Well to Irrigate Your Lawn? The Southwest Florida Water
Management District and the United States Geological Survey are working together to
study water use in irrigation wells used strictly for lawns or gardens in Polk and Sarasota
counties.
UF/IFAS Extension Sarasota County events and webinars
UF/IFAS Extension Manatee County events and webinars

Bite Sized Bay NewsBite Sized Bay News

https://olliringlingcollege.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Wild-Wonders-Website-.pdf
https://www.southface.org/event/the-road-to-resurgence-return-of-the-electric-vehicle/
https://www.conservationfoundation.com/events/detail/2022/04/02/wild-about-nature-festival/
https://www.mymanatee.org/departments/parks___natural_resources/programs_events
https://www.thebaysarasota.org/event/walking-in-wonder-2/all/
https://www.sarasotaaudubon.org/events/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/events?f%5B0%5D=park_trail_event%3A177&keywords=&page=1
https://www.sunshinecommunitycompost.org/copy-of-home-zhbui
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/perico-preserve-tour-tickets-167372791525
https://www.thebaysarasota.org/event/eco-walk-mindful-movement-in-the-mangroves/all/
https://www.southface.org/sarasota/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/audubon-adventures-tickets-230944690787?ct=t(upcomingadventures_COPY_01)&mc_cid=2b59e1cf63&mc_eid=ddd9a617f0
https://www.thebaysarasota.org/event/nature-photography-walk/all/
https://www.climateinteractive.org/ci-topics/systems-thinking/the-climate-leader/
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/51ab7188b61a43078f1af874d09a3532?portalUrl=https://crisae.stpt.usf.edu/portal
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/FLSWFWMD/bulletins/2fe63dc
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-sarasota-county-422952084
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/ufifas-extension-manatee-county-8304772301


Land east of Celery Fields
set aside for preservation

"A new agreement between a
private owner and the same
land-conservation
organization working with the
adjacent Quads parcels and
Bobby Jones Golf Club will
set aside nearly 50 acres of
green space just east of
Celery Fields."

Read More on Your
Observer

Bradenton Beach combats
rising sea, reviews new
plan for living shorelines 

"Environmental Science
Associates went before the
Bradenton Beach Community
Redevelopment Agency Jan.
5 and city commission Jan. 6
to discuss a 30% plan for a
living shoreline. The ESA
presented proposals for
resiliency in the face of rising
sea levels and future
storms."

Read More on the Islander

City of Sarasota to receive
$10 million from state to
address flood-prone areas

"The funds will go toward
raising Van Wezel Way,
restoring the natural flow and
water quality of Hog Creek,
and improving the Bay
Conservancy Park shoreline
while protecting it from further
erosion and storm damage.

Read More from Tampa
Bay 10 WTSP

Water Reading Around the WebWater Reading Around the Web

Fun Watch: Flip my Florida YardFun Watch: Flip my Florida Yard
"From Emmy® award-winning director Chad Crawford ​

comes a series dedicated to the joy and impact of having a

yard that's friendly to Florida's environment."

Click here for free episodes on YouTube

Florida’s Blue-Green Algae Task Force Bill To SaveFlorida’s Blue-Green Algae Task Force Bill To Save

Seagrass, Manatees, Moves Through SenateSeagrass, Manatees, Moves Through Senate
"A plan to carry out recommendations from the state’s

Blue-Green Algae Task Force started to move forward

Monday in the Senate."

Read More on CBS 4 Miami

Feral hogs are a problem for the climate,Feral hogs are a problem for the climate,

researcher saysresearcher says
"They churn up soil with their snouts, releasing stored

carbon to the atmosphere. Collectively, all of that churned

up land could be emitting more carbon pollution each year

than a million cars."

Read More on Yale Climate Connections

https://www.yourobserver.com/article/land-east-of-celery-fields-set-aside-for-preservation
https://www.islander.org/2022/01/bb-combats-rising-sea-reviews-new-plan-for-living-shorelines/
https://www.wtsp.com/article/news/local/sarasotacounty/gov-desantis-awards-10-million-coastal-resiliency-projects-sarasota/67-0ff6e1d5-102c-4129-9924-9f6d8ea2f25e
https://www.flipmyfloridayard.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/FlipMyFloridaYard
https://miami.cbslocal.com/2022/01/11/florida-blue-green-algae-task-force-save-seagrass-manatee-senate/
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2021/10/feral-hogs-are-a-problem-for-the-climate-researcher-says/


Environmental concerns continue for Sarasota Bay,Environmental concerns continue for Sarasota Bay,

expert saysexpert says

The Observer caught up with Sarasota Bay Estuary

Program Executive Director David Tomasko to discuss the

environmental health of Sarasota Bay, the effects of losing

about 2,000 acres of seagrass and what people can do to

help the water quality.

Read more on the Longboat Observer

Book a Speaker from SBEPBook a Speaker from SBEP

SBEP staff members regularly speak to homeowner, neighborhood, and community groups and
upper-level classrooms about Sarasota Bay ecology and restoration. Weekday and evening
presentations are now being scheduled through Summer 2022.

Click here to request a
speaker

Follow usFollow us
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