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Legislative Debate:

Sunbathers, beach walkers, chairs, umbrellas, canopies, swimmers and volleyball players
dot the sand at the Manatee Public Beach, 4000 Gulf Drive, Holmes Beach, during the fi-

nal weekend of spring break for local students but no signs of red tide. Islander Photo: How dare you
Jacob Merrifield

Main Debate Page

For home rule

Dear state Rep. Will
Robinson Jr.

Islanders rally against
state threats

Why? Why? Why?

The Islander Poll:

March Madness
brackets, you say?

OImin.
O I'malready out.

O Rooting for
underdogs.

O Bettingon a top
seed.

O What's a bracket?
Vote
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It’s spring break
for students, but
no break from

red tide

views | 0 comments
Don’t touch the

Ed Chiles speaks March 17 at his Beach House restaurant, 200 Gulf Drive N., Bradenton r&? blue balloons
Beach, during a roundtable discussion on increased levels of red tide in southwest Florida. 2.3k views |0

“Florida’s economy is built on the coast and we are seeing harmful algal blooms and water comments
quality issues come more, longer and stronger,” Chiles said. He urged action to combat red

&

tide and spoke about the need to leave for the next generation a state as healthy as the Red tide? What
one that drew his family years ago. Islander Photos: Robert Anderson red tide?
1.9k views | O
comments
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Bradenton Beach Mayor John Chappie, left, praises U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Longboat announcements
Key, for coordinating the roundtable event, as well as the congressman’s work on the pro-
posed Protecting Local Communities from Harmful Algal Blooms Act, a bill to amend the
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to include algal blooms in the defi- -
nition of a major disaster. The Stafford Act authorizes the delivery of federal technical, fi- To access this content,
nancial, logistical and other assistance to states and localities during major disasters or you must

emergencies. Subscribe here |, Or

login ifyouarea

member.

View our e-Edition
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Sarasota Bay Estuary Program executive director David Tomasko expresses concerns
about factors that trigger red tide. He said the red tide organism, Karenia brevis, can as-
similate nutrients from natural runoff, dead fish and human-induced sources such as
wastewater overflows and stormwater runoff. According to a SBEP website director’s
note, “Nutrient loading models and other research indicate that nitrogen loads to Tampa
Bay, Sarasota Bay, Lemon Bay and Charlotte Harbor are all about 2 to 3 times higher now
than they were 80 to 100 years.”

Red tide table talk

Politicians and policymakers, business leaders and conservationists gathered
March 17 at a waterfront restaurant on Anna Maria Island to address the plight

of repeated red tide blooms in the Gulf.

U.S. Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-Longboat Key, hosted the forum at the Beach House
Restaurant in Bradenton Beach, to promote the conversation on red tide and its
impact on human health, the economy and marine life,” according to a news

release.

Those on the roundtable also discussed government solutions for mitigating
harmful algal blooms, including Buchanan’s bill, the Protecting Local

Communities from Harmful Algal Blooms Act, which would amend the Stafford
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Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to include harmful algal blooms in

the definition of a “major disaster.”

Attendees included Beach House owner Ed Chiles, Bradenton Beach Mayor John
Chappie, Manatee County Commission Chair Kevin Van Ostenbridge and others
on the county board, several Longboat Key town commissioners, Holmes Beach
Commission Chair Carol Soustek and Commissioner Dan Diggins and Holmes

Beach Clean Water Committee Chair Ron Huibers.

— Lisa Neff

State officials review coastal red tide on
chopper flyover

Two top state officials March 14 boarded a chopper for a first-hand observation

of a persistent red tide bloom in the region.

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission acting executive director
Thomas Eason and Florida Department of Environmental Protection Secretary

Shawn Hamilton participated in a flyover.

A goal was to signal that the state is taking an “all-hands-on-deck” approach to

red tide and to coordinate with local governments to monitor the situation.

“Red tide blooms can cause significant impacts to our local communities,” Eason

said in a news release.

Hamilton said, “Our coordinated state approach includes getting out to these im-
pacted communities, speaking directly to stakeholders and local leadership and
ensuring the state is providing them with the critical assistance they need to en-

hance response efforts.”’

The FWC and DEP said they are closely monitoring the impact of red tide in

Manatee, Collier, Lee, Charlotte, Sarasota, Pinellas and Pasco counties.

Red tide is naturally occurring and has been documented along Florida’s Gulf

coast since the 1840s.

In response to the most recent blooms, the DEP signed and executed funding

agreements with Lee, Pinellas and Sarasota counties to assist with cleanups, and



as aresult, more than 45 tons of biological debris has been removed.

Agreements also have been drafted for Manatee, Charlotte, Collier and Pasco
counties, and conversations are ongoing with Hillsborough County, according to
the DEP.

— Lisa Neff

More from The Islander

March 23,2023 March 21,2023 March 21,2023

Former MLB player Jim Cortez Bridge challengers’ Sarasota man sentenced
Morrison and his daughter appeal dismissed to 36 months in prison for
find life in paradise battery

March 21,2023
Heritage Day brings in

people, Privateers

f Facebook YW Twitter N Subscribe

Leave a Reply

You must be logged in to post acomment.


https://www.islander.org/login/?redirect_to=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.islander.org%2F2023%2F03%2Fred-tide-what-red-tide%2F
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/former-mlb-player-jim-morrison-and-his-daughter-find-life-in-paradise/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/former-mlb-player-jim-morrison-and-his-daughter-find-life-in-paradise/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/cortez-bridge-challengers-appeal-dismissed/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/cortez-bridge-challengers-appeal-dismissed/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/sarasota-man-sentenced-to-36-months-in-prison-for-battery/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/sarasota-man-sentenced-to-36-months-in-prison-for-battery/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/heritage-day-brings-in-people-privateers/
https://www.islander.org/2023/03/heritage-day-brings-in-people-privateers/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.islander.org%2F2023%2F03%2Fred-tide-what-red-tide%2F
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Red%20tide%3F%20What%20red%20tide%3F&url=https://www.islander.org/?p=68344&via=ami_islander

Qon your mobile

8 Contact us

Contact Us

The Anna Maria Islander
315 58th St., Suite J,
Holmes Beach

FL 34217

Phone: (941) 778-7978
Fax: (941) 778-9392

For general information:
info@islander.org

Site design & maintained by
Wayne Ansell

D On your tablet

Islander News

Headlines

E Edition

Classifieds

Place a Classified Ad
Fishing

Obituaries

Real Estate

Sports

Streetlife

@ Get news

alerts

Other Links

About Us
Legislative Contacts
Privacy

Copyright

Archives

Island Links
Islander Store

Web Services
Subscribe

Subscribe to News Alerts

Email address:
‘ Your email address

Sign up to receive FREE email
alerts when we update our
site with news and classfieds.

Social Media

Ok &



mailto:info@islander.org
http://www.wayneansell.com/
http://islander.org/
https://www.islander.org/category/e-edition/
https://www.islander.org/category/classifieds/
https://www.islander.org/place-a-classified-ad/
https://www.islander.org/category/fishing/
https://www.islander.org/category/obituaries/
https://www.islander.org/category/real-estate/
https://www.islander.org/category/sports/
https://www.islander.org/category/streetlife/
https://www.islander.org/about/
https://www.islander.org/legislative-contacts/
https://www.islander.org/privacy-statment/
https://www.islander.org/copyright/
https://www.islander.org/archives.php
https://www.islander.org/community-links/
https://www.islander.org/products/
https://www.islander.org/islander-web-services/
https://www.islander.org/product/subscribe-to-the-islander/
https://www.instagram.com/theislanderami/
https://twitter.com/ami_islander
https://www.facebook.com/Islandernewspaper
https://www.islander.org/feed/

