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Are horses causing water quality issues in Bradenton’s Palma

Sola Bay? It’s complicated

Bradenton Herald

Mon, July 31, 2023 at 5:50 a.m. EDT · 4 min read

Ryan Callihan

After years of debate over whether horseback riding along

the Palma Sola Causeway is making water quality worse, a

local scientist said it’s difficult to tell without more research.

The Bradenton City Council heard a detailed presentation

from Dave Tomasko, executive director of the Sarasota Bay

Estuary Program, Wednesday morning. Constant water

samples show that Palma Sola Bay remains healthy he said,

but further investigation will be needed to determine if it’s

being impacted by horse activity.

For more than 10 years, residents and local politicians have

gone back and forth over whether horses should be banned

from the causeway. Critics say the horses trample seagrass

and leave behind manure that negatively impacts water

quality, but horseback tour operators say they take special

precautions to clean up behind themselves and protect the

bay.

Years of water quality analysis show that Palma Sola remains

one of the healthiest bodies of water along Sarasota Bay,

according to Tomasko.
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“It might surprise people, but it is the No. 1 dolphin nursery

in all of Sarasota Bay,” said Tomasko. “It continues to be a

healthy system from all our metrics.”

However, the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program’s routine data

collection does show that there are higher levels of bacteria

on the north side of Palma Sola where companies offer

horseback riding tours.

Are horses affecting Bradenton’s water quality?

Tomasko noted that the higher levels of bacteria are not

proof that horses are responsible. While horse manure could

be a source of enterococci bacteria, human waste, grass

clippings and decomposing seagrass can also produce higher

bacteria levels.

When enterococci bacteria rise above a certain level, the

Florida Department of Health in Manatee County issues

temporary no-swim advisories warning residents about the

hazard of entering the water. The most recent alert was

issued on the south side of Palma Sola on July 20.

A detailed study will be necessary to determine whether

horses are to blame for the “poor” bacteria values on the

north side.

“Overall, the key thing is we’re trying to be focused on the

forest. Is there a localized impact? Probably, but the overall

health of the bay is healthy,” Tomasko said.

Before the city bans horseback riding operators from Palma

Sola Causeway, Mayor Gene Brown urged the council to

consider the entire picture. He said he didn’t want to “pick

on” one source of pollution.

“We’ve got to look at the overall situation, and not just one,”

said Brown.

Horseback companies push for beach access

Councilwoman Jayne Kocher also cautioned against a ban on

horseback riding along Palma Sola Bay. She argued that

Bradenton should avoid joining the “growing trend” of

restricting access to local beaches.

“I want to make sure we keep a place for everybody. This is

the only place the dogs have to go. This is the only place the
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horses have to go,” Kocher said. “I want to keep the bay safe,

but I think we have to keep the public’s interest in on this, as

well.”

Horseback tour operators also shared their thoughts on the

subject during Wednesday’s public meeting. They said they

make sure to clean up after their horses and collect any

trash left behind by their clients and other beachgoers.

Carmen Hanson, the owner of C Ponies Horseback Rides,

accused critics of spreading false information about how

horses impact the water.

“This is the only horse area we have to ride, and we all

cherish the opportunity to be able to horseback ride and

take the horses into the bay,” Hanson said.

The owner of another horseback riding company, Carousel

Sea Horses, urged city leaders to protect their access to the

beach.

“That’s a big thing for us,” said Mercedes Pages, who founded

the company last year.

In response, council members said they may consider

conducting a water quality study in the future to determine

the exact source of the bacteria in Palma Sola Bay. Board

members did not vote to approve a study during

Wednesday’s meeting, but Tomasko said he would expect it

to cost less than $10,000.

“The most important part is the data. If we can get the data,

we can know what can be done to make it even healthier,”

Brown said.

Horseback riding along Bradenton’s Palma Sola Bay has been debated over the year.

Dave Tomasko, executive director of the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program said more
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USA TODAY

Black bear, cub euthanized after attacking man

opening his garage door in Idaho

A black bear and a cub were euthanized Monday after the

bear attacked and injured a man as he opened his garage

door in Henderson County, Idaho.

Storyful

Dust Devil Forms Near Active Volcano in Iceland

A dust devil was spotted swirling near an active volcano in

Grindavik, Iceland, in late July.Andrew Davies recorded this

footage while visiting the Litli-Hrutur volcano with his…

Turn Off your AC & Plug This Instead

This cooling device went viral in America last summer and

saved thousands in electricity to countless Americans

The Independent

Fox News execs pressed Trump on joining first GOP

debate during dinner after latest indictment

Mr Hannity was supposed to attend the dinner but couldn’t

in the end, as it conflicted with his 9pm show

Storyful

New Yorkers Tackle Man Fleeing After Allegedly

Driving Into Pedestrians

Members of the public in New York City tackled a man who

police said injured 10 people as he drove a stolen vehicle into

pedestrians, cars, and a bicyclist during a chase in Midtown…

INSIDER

A woman says Ozempic and Mounjaro paralyzed her

stomach so bad she had to visit the ER vomiting.

H l h d i h b

Ozempic and Mounjaro helped a woman lose 150 lbs, but she

says the drugs paralyzed her stomach. She's suing

manufacturers for failing to warn of gastroparesis.
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Forrest Gump Has Iconic Scene Flaw No One

Noticed

No matter how many times you've seen the movie, this

ridiculous flaw has gone unnoticed, and it changes

everything...

People

12 Rescue Dogs Die After AC Fails in Canines' Trailer

on Way to Adoption Event, Nonprofit Says

"The loss is unfathomable," said the Atlanta-based LifeLine

Animal Project on Facebook

Digital Spy

Barbie has become the biggest movie ever by a solo

female director

Barbiemania continues to sweep the globe as Greta Gerwig's

film breaks yet another box office record.

Miami Herald

Rare American crocodile swims off with someone’s

dog in its jaws, Florida cops say

“Crocodile sightings have increased in recent years.”

How Long Does $1 Million Last After 60?

For those with a $500k+ portfolio, download The Definitive

Guide to Retirement Income to learn ways to grow your

wealth.

Miami Herald

Creatures are piling on beaches for awkward

reason, Florida cops say. ‘Don’t call us’

Getting too close can be dangerous for humans, experts say.

Bradenton Herald

‘Never seen anything like it.’ Bradenton fishing

captain says illegal poaching is rampant

“I’ve lived here and seen this going on for my entire life, but

I’ve never seen anything like what’s happened in the past 4

or 5 months.”

The Independent

Chinese sun bear waves in new footage as expert

says animals aren’t humans in disguise

New footage of so-called ‘human bear’ has experts and zoo

visitors divided

Ad • TravelerDreams

Ad • Fisher Investments
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Blood Sugar Above 100? This Is Why

Diabetes Is Not From Sweets! Meet The Number One Enemy

Business Insider

Rare video shows an orca ripping open a 30-foot-

long whale shark before feasting on its liver

Divers captured the shocking footage of an orca tearing a

shark open and "slurping" out its liver, a hunting technique

that is rarely observed by humans.

INSIDER

Bears that look suspiciously human are circulating

online after a zoo in China denied using a person in

i d f l b

Earlier this week, a zoo in China denied rumors that one of

its bears was a human in a suit. Now, more human-like bears

are circulating online.

Miami Herald

Tiny new species is named after ‘Lord of the Rings’

character for good reason. See it

The creature was found in the upper Niger River. Experts

found a second new species in Liberia.

Man spotted a lump on a tree, gut told him to dig

It was a normal day for this lumberjack until he found a lump

on a tree, he decided to cut it open, he was stunned with

what he found incrusted inside

Global News

Tonga volcanic eruption may have role in fueling

summer heatwaves

Scientists have long sounded the alarm about the worsening

climate crisis, warning that humans burning fossil fuels

contributes to the warming planet. But as Eric Sorensen…

The Canadian Press

Alberta announces six-month pause on renewable

energy, citing rural concerns

EDMONTON — Alberta's United Conservative government is

pausing all approvals of large renewable energy projects in

response to what it says are rural and environmental…

Associated Press

The heaviest animal ever may be this ancient whale

found in the Peruvian desert

There could be a new contender for heaviest animal to ever

live. While today's blue whale has long held the title,

scientists have dug up fossils from an ancient giant that…

Ad • Blood Sugar Formula

Ad • TravelerMaster

Sign in

Mail

https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=vxDvxcIGIS_wtlbb_sEKDfqyxBU9HL9.42hdGNZLl.DxB7_D0lFIcMsew1WHuBzXrDucjSCbFuMuHiIBGKlZ6qf6iRUy99bx1wz8oLnahYI5.d_GEnTHY.4VT_hoaenErgzudCVBiG4wdToDsqpFeJxyBHyMEKwOrtXi15NOO5JWDS47PHVbPSpkcel4OgHn8SumCQtszF1LWMLmVm7WQy5KKfyXtPxvx7_pfX5Rx7tNCSCEhflNBpuIGA5864OEx6eBGEdJxFsfTdJinxar7SbNCfe1ike3xNkoo3nMl28j7S60SbVf817.sr6UhUDv4VjiMBDWBGspU9XmPS5XrZuAP73ZOSue37eRQ7EHaYWFe7MJx40c1UH_Rxfv1SJfNDFixC5CwSk5AobkndNHsk8WX3nI_k4mCIsaO.IMajCqze7nAKRmFdgZ9YMxr5TIhG3uGidx0JDrDe8TkbGIEibrVt3SoiTjZaHJYe1yFCKS92rbC6q.E1oxW1LhUYqGm6YWjJkMv0aLROFbWnmsksGCRMNcGs6KG31JDFxFmRZ4I6wijBbVe6YbFx8n8uoHmkwoOfhm9fRlAM6lsWx5KDQAsRB94R4ozj8r0E1a81dE4UN36Ne40WQ8436QSXGmM5lD07giaL.UHniKwx0JJb6gMDaWbsBmTT82ja3JfSNjqfKIoJNRQNwAU.Y078dFahomwJKKNP33bYZ0hqScAdvO98Ps4UzmxJqCHBCQIn4VXrg-
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/rare-video-shows-orca-ripping-092532249.html
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/bears-look-suspiciously-human-circulating-143423525.html
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/tiny-species-named-lord-rings-210726533.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=xhqlko4GIS9CudHYEWKAKolM9GWVq39x8mEfNisSss8EIDJnEiv4Mb7.al6dPd2NX.BmbgFRmzb1qMUC7qhvnJbp1sBgpXayNE.sL09UDMHE.cwFDEAhlYLNCgxNRAWsp9uTeL9bRCT8O_VptrCye2AyEFy8I7t2SnwMxwMsmnSbOUuLzrSSMuaaxhQc70R95lvqAWf64cNYhNCRXDYwVZ0IsmARcq7gzKMEmozAyP7_a0BYys_buB2OoqVCUlnGrAYWjZmzc8ajB5tUV1d160TzdgCDXj6LXXlWWfggzXegpGoMD3SWXkIGkzHo.y4fvPAJtn7B.FxMQSMbAWq82jEDXRCbfpe22cpr8p2HltJ6_4k6ONM.0Uy.CMw5yuZCqkm9dhftUHMjQ.CGEdU2xVoA92YreH1EMbdrcFZW5k2wDnQirr7of3vX6QCN4UEubdDhGA.cO2MUKO8YDSGNmTQlWBp0JrRqDb7f7eYfIxJ_hlBHPdes.bnlroRM0sFQ6KvT7RwaCYyjXrxX6auxC4iNQ0KsY2Rsw4aAhMhwYyvaVGQ9eu0xJ.psxHT6e2zvwqkkSHUbQ.g0CBYewSz.UEroRrpcccV0uOMQx.wBZX4xknJPOLaxpdWUhJho5W1UsLJddGKIDXqYGAEIJVePojfEma2Z.7YWbTjkx4KmajhudQ..s8eft.jA2cvK9dTFzfStIeCcFz7I1QtlEMb.dAm2EVUjkRVFvUYCD2L_2lPJbl2a6K2WHa7wKYr0E.L9gG31HLZVeemZtKtLMbIWYkUbKDXjuMaQsiaQHXQewVaQswH.E9vFCoKUPDcPVz1GL8.bRqsuhb8OQuM7vHOBNLEvmGHqSqrZF3Dq_x8yD.K4iJgCJt0V9dn.u2OzlLkVTUUWeWqUOM6XxR_LRgAiPTBsOSzzdVEFsensK_2Z5QzmQ.tkIzt5LQ--
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/tonga-volcanic-eruption-may-role-011242725.html
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/alberta-announces-pause-renewable-energy-154531773.html
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/heaviest-animal-ever-may-ancient-150726306.html
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=vxDvxcIGIS_wtlbb_sEKDfqyxBU9HL9.42hdGNZLl.DxB7_D0lFIcMsew1WHuBzXrDucjSCbFuMuHiIBGKlZ6qf6iRUy99bx1wz8oLnahYI5.d_GEnTHY.4VT_hoaenErgzudCVBiG4wdToDsqpFeJxyBHyMEKwOrtXi15NOO5JWDS47PHVbPSpkcel4OgHn8SumCQtszF1LWMLmVm7WQy5KKfyXtPxvx7_pfX5Rx7tNCSCEhflNBpuIGA5864OEx6eBGEdJxFsfTdJinxar7SbNCfe1ike3xNkoo3nMl28j7S60SbVf817.sr6UhUDv4VjiMBDWBGspU9XmPS5XrZuAP73ZOSue37eRQ7EHaYWFe7MJx40c1UH_Rxfv1SJfNDFixC5CwSk5AobkndNHsk8WX3nI_k4mCIsaO.IMajCqze7nAKRmFdgZ9YMxr5TIhG3uGidx0JDrDe8TkbGIEibrVt3SoiTjZaHJYe1yFCKS92rbC6q.E1oxW1LhUYqGm6YWjJkMv0aLROFbWnmsksGCRMNcGs6KG31JDFxFmRZ4I6wijBbVe6YbFx8n8uoHmkwoOfhm9fRlAM6lsWx5KDQAsRB94R4ozj8r0E1a81dE4UN36Ne40WQ8436QSXGmM5lD07giaL.UHniKwx0JJb6gMDaWbsBmTT82ja3JfSNjqfKIoJNRQNwAU.Y078dFahomwJKKNP33bYZ0hqScAdvO98Ps4UzmxJqCHBCQIn4VXrg-
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=xhqlko4GIS9CudHYEWKAKolM9GWVq39x8mEfNisSss8EIDJnEiv4Mb7.al6dPd2NX.BmbgFRmzb1qMUC7qhvnJbp1sBgpXayNE.sL09UDMHE.cwFDEAhlYLNCgxNRAWsp9uTeL9bRCT8O_VptrCye2AyEFy8I7t2SnwMxwMsmnSbOUuLzrSSMuaaxhQc70R95lvqAWf64cNYhNCRXDYwVZ0IsmARcq7gzKMEmozAyP7_a0BYys_buB2OoqVCUlnGrAYWjZmzc8ajB5tUV1d160TzdgCDXj6LXXlWWfggzXegpGoMD3SWXkIGkzHo.y4fvPAJtn7B.FxMQSMbAWq82jEDXRCbfpe22cpr8p2HltJ6_4k6ONM.0Uy.CMw5yuZCqkm9dhftUHMjQ.CGEdU2xVoA92YreH1EMbdrcFZW5k2wDnQirr7of3vX6QCN4UEubdDhGA.cO2MUKO8YDSGNmTQlWBp0JrRqDb7f7eYfIxJ_hlBHPdes.bnlroRM0sFQ6KvT7RwaCYyjXrxX6auxC4iNQ0KsY2Rsw4aAhMhwYyvaVGQ9eu0xJ.psxHT6e2zvwqkkSHUbQ.g0CBYewSz.UEroRrpcccV0uOMQx.wBZX4xknJPOLaxpdWUhJho5W1UsLJddGKIDXqYGAEIJVePojfEma2Z.7YWbTjkx4KmajhudQ..s8eft.jA2cvK9dTFzfStIeCcFz7I1QtlEMb.dAm2EVUjkRVFvUYCD2L_2lPJbl2a6K2WHa7wKYr0E.L9gG31HLZVeemZtKtLMbIWYkUbKDXjuMaQsiaQHXQewVaQswH.E9vFCoKUPDcPVz1GL8.bRqsuhb8OQuM7vHOBNLEvmGHqSqrZF3Dq_x8yD.K4iJgCJt0V9dn.u2OzlLkVTUUWeWqUOM6XxR_LRgAiPTBsOSzzdVEFsensK_2Z5QzmQ.tkIzt5LQ--
https://login.yahoo.com/?.lang=en-CA&.intl=ca&src=style&.done=https%3A%2F%2Fca.style.yahoo.com%2Fhorses-causing-water-quality-issues-095000227.html&pspid=&activity=ybar-signin
https://mail.yahoo.com/?.intl=ca&.lang=en-CA&pspid=&activity=ybar-mail
https://ca.style.yahoo.com/


2 days ago

19 hours ago

a day ago

The Average Price Of 1-Day Shower Installation

Get a personalized shower in just 1 day. 100% acrylic, easy to

maintain and guaranteed for as long as you own your home.

Click to get a quote.

Miami Herald

Blind creature — named after ‘mythical gnome-like’

animal — found deep underground

It was found about 100 feet underground in Australia,

researchers said.

The Canadian Press

Dead fish carpet beaches at Pacific coast town in north Mexico as experts blame toxic

algae bloom

MEXICO CITY (AP) — A town on northern Mexico’s Pacific coast saw its beaches carpeted with dead fish

after what experts describe as a toxic algae bloom. Officials in the northern state of Sinaloa said this

week that dead fish started washing up on beaches around the hamlet of El Maviri around July 25..…

PA Media: UK News

Birth of twin red panda cubs at Whipsnade Zoo

offers hope for endangered species

The WWF predicts that the number of red pandas left in the

wild could be as low at 2,500.
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