
Halophila stipulacea 

 

  

Protect Florida’s native plants and wildlife by 
reporting all H. stipulacea sightings!  

Submit your sightings by scanning here  
or email photos and a location to 

InvasivePlants@MyFWC.com or call 850-617-9430 

 

is a small tropical seagrass, 
native to the Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and the Indian 
Ocean. It thrives in shallow, tropical, and subtropical 
marine waters. It was first reported in Florida in 2024 
in Biscayne Bay.1

• This species is considered invasive due to its ability to 
rapidly spread across open areas and form dense mats that 
displace and interfere with beneficial native species. 

• It can also form floating mats of fragmented material that 
drift and establish in new locations. 

• Halophila stipulacea is included in the “100 Worst Invasive 
Alien Species in the Mediterranean” list due to its harmful 
effects on biodiversity.2 It is also listed among the “100 
Worst Alien Species in Europe.”3

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Halophila stipulacea creating dense mats in the U.S. Virgin Islands 

• If you think you see this plant (either rooted or 
floating), please do not move or remove it as this can 
create fragments that increase spread, only report it.  

• It’s typically found in marine environments but can 
tolerate variations in salinity, so keep an eye out for it 
in brackish waterways. It may also be found in clumps 
of seaweed. 

• Always clean, drain, and dry all fishing gear, 
anchors, and boat motors before entering another 
ramp or water body and never dump your aquarium. 
Prevention is the easiest and cheapest option to keep 
our waterways free of damaging invasive species! 

https://www.eddmaps.org/report/
mailto:InvasivePlants@MyFWC.com
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• This plant is dioecious, with separate 
male and female plants but primarily 
reproduces vegetatively. 

• Its rhizomes are creeping, branched, 
and fleshy, with solitary, unbranched 
roots at each node. These roots are 
thick, with dense, soft root hairs.  

• Plant leaves are elliptic, oblong, and 
pale to dark green in color with a 
length of 2-6cm and a width of 3-
8mm. Leaf margins are spinulose.4

 

• Pairs of leaves are arranged on 
petioles along a shallowly rooted 
rhizome. Petioles range from 3-15mm 
long and are ensheathed in 
translucent scales.3

 

Typical growth form of H. 
stipulacea in its native range6
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